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OUR WORK. 


House of Education. — The students in residence go out as probationers 
for some part of the long summer vacation. Applications for them 
should be made as early as possible. 

Parents' Review School. — The examination has been most satis- 
factory, some excellent work has been done in all the classes. The 
favourite subjects — Bible History, Greek, Roman and English History 
Natural History, Geography and Composition — were on the whole 
thoroughly well done. Spelling and Writing want much more care in 
many cases. Very little at a time, and that well and accurately done 
will soon improve the spelling of ordinary children. The arithmetic 
needs more care and good practice in elementary rules. The French 
and German is good, but less was sent in for examination than usual. 
Brushwork.— Some excellent drawings were sent in by many of the children. 
Some of the girls in class III. did beautiful copies from Nature, of fruit 
and flowers. We are very sorry there has been so much delay, but owing 
to illness it has been unavoidable. Will those who have not sent stamps 
for the return of their papers, and who wish to have them, kindly do so? 

House of Education Natural History Club— Notes by M. L. Hodgson 
Ihe insects belonging to the Hymenoftera include those possessed of 

n. ' gh ° rder of intelligence. Bees, wasps, ants, Ichneumon flies, saw- 
flies, gall-flies, and their allies. 

hJn 6 Hy " ten °t tera are manipulate insects, with mouths formed for 
bmng and suet, on. Their most striking characteristics are the four 
membranous wmgs, and the small size of the prothorax. The majority 
un ! h f "! ales P° ssess st 'ngs, which are useful for many purposes and afl 

femIi„ i '/ Gmerally social consisting of males, 

U™. footless gl"s. P ° 8t0r (e ^-P' a « r )’ '“dified into a sting. 

social wild 'bee's ‘TheT "if, num . erous of honey-bees, also onr 

bee °' b " mblC The humble 

yellow esteem!, t m ' t L“ ^ T"" 0 "’ “ U a bladt “■“< with a 

in • deseeteT Lus“we b» "s'o „ “ ° f "“«»* nes, 

excavating a hollow to contain Ihe nest " 8 ' “ ” SaVed ,he labol,r “ f 

'a.t n0, tohTs C ,Te°s n , b ™ iS B r iUS a " in “ ct with a white 

bee CBombus muscorum ) underground colonies. The moss humble 

female hybernates, and mV vV in . m ° SSy banks or walls - The 

the banks in order to find a s^Uabr^ t ^ Spring ’ huntin g about 
one, she proceeds to form a dome of 6 SPOt ^ & nCSt ‘ Having found 
and then lines the interior with m ° SS ° r ° ther ve £ etab le matter, 
the oval cells are formed of a vV*’ S ° aS t0 render it; water-tight, 
she places a ball of pollen nnH u° Wn coarse wax > into each of which 
full-grown the lame sn,n V ^ aS food for the young. When 
but worker-bees, and" Thu 2 ZT™’ h ° m . which emerge nothing 
n=ces,a^f 0rthe ' rapid|yincreas a “^is provided with the attendants 
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under stones, as its name implies *&*!***) prefers to build 
tail, and is, of all the bees mentis T ‘ S an inse ct with an d * tS nest 
does inestimable service in fe ri- ned ’ ° f the greatest im ° ran S e -red 
other bees are obliged “ " 

bee, by reason of its lono- ^ u m base of the fln, * Where 
front, the ^ J 

is able to obtain the pollen f 0 f : tc doin & so » and thus th , ey 
been made to introduce this anri u proper fertilization Fff * u ant 
the clove, produces splendid croo, ,° ,her b ‘« i«o New Ze.^T t"' 

seed for itself, as there are P r ° m ^ nglis b seed, but fails to ’ W !* ere 
. . . . ULre are no native ins^rfc U , ails t0 produce 

assist in the carrying of pollen from one V h ‘ Ch Can in any wav 

solitary bees we have many, which in the be^tifT an ° ther ' Am 4 our 
the care they take in providing for their u . nests they make and 

careful study and observation. The leaf-cuttfr h’' 1 T' 1 repay ° Ur most 
many of our rose leaves and poppies w its mark ^ 

circular pieces; it forms its nest underground ! ^ * bkes ° ut sma ll 
fully with the pieces cut from the leaves of T’ V T U most b eauti- 
cell is filled with food and the egg placed tn t V b ° tt0m of tbe 
parasites which make use of the bees takes TV ! ° ne ° f the ma ny 
as soon as the egg is placed in the food stuff anTS ^ V Habit ’ and 
further supply of food or covering nlaces ,y! d . thebee ^parted for a 
as the grub is hatched it eVsVTeb ’ e^ndT? 30(1 aS S °°" 
Another bee, the Hoop shaver, is **• 

curious habit of shaving off the hairv mverin^TV Whlte ’ and 1,5 

its nest, did no, escape* his leS ™ Zt 

Nature Note Book. ^ » as it forms an item in his 

There are many other bees which you mav be able to hunt m * r 
youreelves, as well as the rest of the insects in this order, which I c a°n 

a.»mcC« da,e: Ve " inS ' 'h 0 " 8 " ' "° P ' “ * litU « ab “” «■«» 

It ma) be as well that I should say a few words about stings. There 
is a popular theory that humble bees have no stings, but this is a mistake 
r tne females all possess stings, though some are more ready to use 
nem than others. If you examine a bee’s sting you will see a hollow 
art with a pair of barbed lancets lying side by side in a narrow groove, 
n each side and close to the dart there are a pair of hairy feelers, 
w nch serve the purpose of guiding the dart to a suitable point of attack. 

delicate tube conducts the poison from the poison bag into the wound 
w first pierced by the dart and then deepened by the lancets, 

these are acted upon by beautifully contrived levers. The whole apparatus 
ls ^ rav vn up between the terminal plates of the abdomen when not in use. 

fl the bees mentioned may easily be seen and watched, if you only 
look, A dry sunny bank or a patch of sandy soil will likely afford you 
a good point of vantage, and I shall be glad to hear of any facts you 
are a ble to tell me about the bees you see in this district. 

We have received a list of forty-three flowers found by Miss S. Smyth, 
during February ’94, in a Swiss village. 


